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Introduction
What is Canva and a/éy s 1T a&efa/?

Canva is an online graphic design platform that makes
the job of creating stylish social media graphics easi-
er. Where software such as Photoshop or lllustrator are
robust in their funcﬁonalijry, ’rhey can also have a very
steep learning curve. Canva is much more approach-

able, with a clean Ul that hides a lot of powerful tools.

This short guide was made as a reference gor the main
tools you'll most likely use while festing out Canva. Hope-
fuNy, it can give you some ideas to Jrry out when creating
graphics for your next campaign!




Canva ¢

§V‘i\§ S\

SN

=<

(B Allows you to pick pre-designed templates for your graphics.

il ~ ) T car substiide the ot in the templite with your auon
Q donthed and you ve good 1o go! e -

Where you'll see the images, videos, and audio you've uploaded to
your Canva account.

1 you re. wsing your oun inages, loga, and ather resources, this can be < — -
iz gd Keep L‘mfZZf Wﬁé/?{j:@wr/éz(w 1t awailable for- other projects, Q

Where you can select royaHy—free images fo use in your socia
media graphics.

) Q i They are usuatly the qplinad guality for socidd weda ase

Has graphic elements you can use to spruce up your image.
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Used for creaﬁng videos and animations.
\ !

~) " Videas can be a }006/ choe when a/feal?/'g/
g nore a?/mmé social media 0SS,

Where you'll find options for abstract or patterned backgrounds for your posts.

\

~O) " Fyou feel e your tost it be tao by, or f you e addlig a bt of eboments to an
g %:, %@ﬁé 5, [ mpht be a good wtoa w{gﬂa sinple i&@%«/{é

Where you can create folders with items you've liked and/or purchased on Canva.

Canva & free, but 1t has @ premion qpliin, with more itoms waitible ix each category,” Q T

|n‘r'egra1‘es other platforms such as Pexels, Pixabay, Instagram, GIPHY, efc.

. R g " This lies you more gplions @ inport, Mé/&& il your inage wd share it




OpensSansExtta.. v - 76 + A [ T uh
ANEEAN .

) \ Underlined

Bold ltalics

Font color picker

Font selection Font size
drop-down menu adjustment

Converts text into bullet

points or a numbered list

ah = iz

AN

Makes letters _
uppercase Ah?ns text fo the left, =]  Effects

l’lg

center, or justified N

)

A H f
frects foe fefter e ot el




Where you can change 17}(@ ;
ex

fransparency Of an |mage

Includes a variety of alignment
and arrangement opfions Used to create 2 hyperlink

\_; Position P & %J

t/w 0M”‘ag'
. g@/wt@d JM@NZ; ” Allows you to copy and paste
s < far 090 4 igh the style of one block of text
iddte { .
i (font ype, size, color, e c.) to

top * /@# other blocks of text

O E W
m/dd& + oot \

Deletes an element
Allows you to lock elements, so you

dont accidentally move/edit them

Duplicates an element



Effects Filter

Takes you to 2 menu that has a varie‘ry of

graphical effec‘(s for images.

Displays a menu that chgnges the

filter options for an image



Adjust

Displays a set of sliders that allow you
more control over different values of the
image.

Crop  Flip (D

Crops an image o your
desired dimensions.

Flips an image

Displays some informaﬂon about an
image and allows you to save it in

your favori’fes/fo|ders



Royalty-IFree Resources

‘/@( freepik www.freepik.com

plXQbQLJ Elv www.pixabay.com

ﬁ Unsplqsh www.unsplash.com

O commons.wikimedia.org

WIKIMEDIA
COMMONS

@ StockSna p.io www.stocksnap.io

www.graphicburger.com

1O



Try to use large images

It is betfer to scale down an image than to scale it up.
Scaling an image up can make it become ”pixela’red" and wont look as nice.

Pay atfention to the contrast between the background and the text!
|f the brithrness of your text and background are similar, it be hard fo read.

"Brevi‘(y is the soul of wit.,

Dont have too many words on one image.

Choose fragments carefu“y, condense what you need to say.
|f either is not possible, consider making several images instead of just one.

Look at how others create social media graphics.

You can learn a lot by looking at the way others do it successfully—or unsuccessfully.

LI
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