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Financial Aid Resources

(National)

Books:

· USA Today-Financial Aid for College: A quick guide to Everything you need to know

· The Student Guide to Financial Aid, free download at www.ed.gov
Programs:

· Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)/Extended Opportunity Programs and Services (EOPS)- assists low income, educationally disadvantaged students by providing support services above and beyond what is provided by the college as a whole.  Check with your college/university.

· Educational Talent Search- a TRIO program that assists students to graduate from middle and high school and gain acceptance into a four-year college or university. http://trio.ucsd.edu/ETS/index.html 

· Upward Bound- challenges students to develop the essential skill, study habits, discipline and attitude necessary for success in high school and college. http://trio.ucsd.edu/UBC/index.html, http://trio.ucsd.edu/UBMS/index.html 
· California Student Opportunity and Access Program (Cal-SOAP)- helps students who are educationally disadvantaged- pursue higher education.  http://www.sandiegocalsoap.com/ 
Federal/State Aid:

Federal Pell Grants- unlike a loan, does not have to be repaid. Pell Grants are awarded usually only to undergraduate students who have not earned a bachelor's or a professional degree. (In some cases, however, a student enrolled in a post-baccalaureate teacher certification program might receive a Pell Grant.) Pell Grants are considered a foundation of federal financial aid, to which aid from other federal and nonfederal sources might be added.  The maximum award for the 2006-07 award year (July 1, 2006, to June 30, 2007) is $4,050. The maximum can change each award year and depends on program funding. The amount you get, though, will depend not only on your financial need, but also on your costs to attend school, your status as a full-time or part-time student, and your plans to attend school for a full academic year or less.  Consideration based on FAFSA application.

Federal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants(FSEOG)- are for undergraduates with exceptional financial need. Pell Grant recipients with the lowest EFCs will be the first to get FSEOGs. Just like Pell Grants, FSEOGs don't have to be paid back. You can receive between $100 and $4,000 a year, depending on when you apply, your financial need, the funding at the school you're attending, and the

policies of the financial aid office at your school. Consideration based on FAFSA application.

Academic Competitiveness Grant- available for the first time for the 2006-2007 school year for first year students who graduated from high school after January 1, 2006, and for second year students who graduated from high school after January 1, 2005. The Academic Competitiveness Grant award is in addition to the student's Pell Grant award.  An Academic Competitiveness Grant will provide up to $750 for the first year of undergraduate study and up to $1,300 for the second year of undergraduate study to full-time students who are eligible for a Federal Pell Grant and who had successfully completed a rigorous high school program, as determined by the state or local education agency and recognized by the Secretary of Education. Second year students must maintain a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of at least 3.0. Consideration based on FAFSA application and GPA verification.

Cal Grants- Funded by the State of California and administered by the California Student Aid Commission, Cal Grants are one of the smartest ways to get cash for college. For starters, it's money you don't have to pay back. And secondly, it's guaranteed. If you're a graduating high school senior or recent graduate, have at least a 2.0 GPA, meet financial and other requirements and submit two forms (FAFSA and GPA verification form) by March 2. Each of the Cal Grants listed below are for students pursuing an undergraduate associate's or bachelor's degree or a vocational/occupational training program.  www.csac.ca.gov
· Cal Grant A can be used for tuition and fees at public and private colleges as well as some occupational and career colleges. At CSU and UC schools, this Cal Grant covers up to the full systemwide fees of $2,334 and $5,684, respectively. If you are attending a private college, it pays up to $8,322 towards tuition and fees. To get this Cal Grant, you need to be working toward a bachelor's degree. 

· Cal Grant B provides low-income students with a living allowance and assistance with tuition and fees. Most first-year students receive an allowance of up to $1,551 for books and living expenses. After the freshman year, Cal Grant B also helps pay tuition and fees in the same amount as a Cal Grant A. For a Cal Grant B, your coursework must be for at least one academic year. 

Cal Grant C awards help pay for tuition and training costs at occupational or career colleges. This $576 award is for books, tools and equipment. You may also receive up to an additional $2,592 for tuition at a school other than a California Community College. To qualify, you must enroll in a vocational program that is at least four months long at a California Community College, private college, or a vocational school. Funding is available for up to two years, depending on the length of your program. 

Scholarship databases/College info.:

· www.fastweb.com –one of the most popular scholarship sites, but beware they promote military scholarships and send recruitment ads to your email

· www.fafsa.ed.gov
· www.finaid.org- established in the fall of 1994 as a public service. This award-winning site has grown into the most comprehensive source of student financial aid information, advice and tools -- on or off the web.

· www.scholarships.com – 

· www.collegeboard.com 

· www.collegeispossible.org
· www.college-scholarships.com
· www.salliemae.com –tips on college financing

· www.srnexpress.com
· www.absolutelyscholarships.com
· www.fastaid.com
· www.collegeview.com
· www.collegenet.com
· www.scholarship-page.com
· www.collegeanswer.com
· www.college411.org
· www.icanaffordcollge.com – specific to California Community College system

· www.chci.org/chciyouth/scholarship/listofscholarships.htm - focus on scholarships for Latin@ students

· www.quintcareers.com/teen_aid.html  

· www.freescholarshipguide.com
· www.supercollege.com
· www.scholarshipcoach.com 
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